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Concerns grew after Aleksandar
Simic, adviser to Vojislav
Kostunica, the Serbian Prime
Minister, said that his country would
defend its sovereignty “using all
means” at its disposal.
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responsible for mass murder and the deportation of thousands of
Albanians before the Nato intervention in 1999.

Mr Kostunica, however, said yesterday that such a move would “legalise”
the Nato bombing campaign and that there was no such thing as
supervised independence.

“Supervision and independence are concepts that exclude each other,”
said the Serbian Prime Minister. “In recent history, the right name for a
supervised state is a puppet state.”

Serbia's political and military options are limited in the face of such a
powerful alliance. But it could encourage instability in Kosovo, particularly
the northern part of the province dominated by Serbs, or it could also
disrupt EU stabilisation efforts in the Balkans.

The Serbs can also expect strong support for their cause from a
resurgent Russia under President Putin.

Moscow has threatened to veto any proposal before the UN that would
grant Kosovo independence without the consent of its Orthodox brethren
in Serbia. The Kremlin has also threatened to follow the West's lead in
pro-Russian breakaway enclaves like Transdnistria, in Moldova, and the
separatist provinces of Abkhazia and South Ossetia in Georgia.

BREAKING AWAY

South Ossetia and Abkhazia, two breakaway regions of Georgia,
have declared themselves independent. Russia has backed both areas
informally and issued passports to residents and allowed them to vote in
recent elections

The Republika Srpska, a Serb enclave in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which has sought independence, would provide an opportunity for Russia
and Serbia to follow a “Kosovo precedent” and unilaterally recognise an
independent Balkan state

The Russian-speaking Transdnistria region of Moldova has
been in a chaotic state of semi-succession for more than a decade,
issuing its own currency and electing a parallel administration. Russia
has a strong influence over the Crimean region of the Ukraine and has
indirectly fostered protests against joint Ukraine/Nato operations in the
region.

Sources: Open Democracy; Centre for Strategic Decision Research;
Time archives
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denomination, "nationality” and race need their own country to feel that they
are being represented by their government and to feel safe? As we move
forward in the 21st century, we should leave these parts of our lives,
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country feels they can be represented by their government, be it a Chistian
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It seems that most people are missing the point here, yes a country has the
right to defend its sovereign territory, however it does not have the right to
commit mass murder, genocide and ethnic cleansing on any scale. The Serbs
forfeited their moral high ground when they voted in a racist and genocidal
maniac who produced what he promised - ethnic cleansing in Kosovo.

Aryan Muslim, Edin, Scotland

This article repeats the canard that 'mass murder and deportation' took place
before NATO intervened. Actually it took place, but after we intervened, which
does mess with the nice simple story a little.

And of course it doesn't mention the equally ruthless murder and ethnic
cleansing carried out by Kosovo's Albanians on its minorities since then.
Surely that in turn removes their right to the province...? Yet the USA - and
indeed ourselves - are proposing to endorse this. Surely no group should be
permitted this kind of behaviour?

Alex stuart, London, UK
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