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Bringing the Fight for 
Clergy Child Abuse Victims to an 
International Arena: 
Cases Show that California/Mexico Priest 
Shuffling Also Occurred 
By MARCI HAMILTON  
---- 

Thursday, Oct. 19, 2006 

Several weeks ago, Jeff Anderson, a leading clergy abuse litigator, filed a 
civil suit in southern California against Cardinal Mahony of Los Angeles 
and Bishop Rivera of Mexico. The 25-year-old plaintiff was the child 
victim of sexual abuse by a priest under Rivera's and Mahony's watch. 

Rivera, the suit alleges, sent the Mexican priest - a known predator - 
north to California, where Mahony placed him in a position with ready 
access to children. When it started to become known that this priest was 
abusing children, Mahony assisted the priest in evading justice, by failing 
to report the abuse to authorities, thereby helping him to leave the 
United States before the authorities could arrest him. 

 
 

The story is not unlike 
the stories of the 
shuffling of perpetrator 
priests within the 
United States, except 
that, in this case, the 
shuffling crossed 
international lines. But 
what makes the case 
extraordinary is the 
way the Mexican 
government has 
treated Anderson; his 
associate, Michael 
Finnegan; and the 
National Director of 
SNAP, the Survivors 
Network of those 
Abused by Priests, 
David Clohessy. 

The Decision to Bar the Attorneys from Entering Mexico

After filing the lawsuit in Los Angeles, Anderson, Finnegan, and Clohessy 
flew down to Mexico City to hold a press conference explaining the 
litigation. About an hour into it, they were approached by men identifying 
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Bishop go free, or if he does not have the stomach to press charges 
against a bishop, he's dead wrong. He may well be walking into far more 
treacherous political waters by declining to prosecute, than by doing the 
honorable thing and going forward.

Jeff Anderson and his colleagues' experience in Mexico shows church 
officials, there, retain an iron grip on the government, enlisting the 
government as their allies in the continued coverup of clergy child abuse. 
In America, though, prosecutors, like Lynne Abraham of Philadelphia, are 
increasingly slipping out from under the hierarchy's thumb--and so is the 
voting public. 

Politics has the potential to play out, one more time, against children's 
best interests in Santa Rosa. But perhaps not; there is movement in our 
culture that could level the playing field for children - finally. Then the 
United States can become a model in these cases, and Mexican 
authorities will be able to see that there is another option.
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Marci A. Hamilton is the Paul R. Verkuil Chair in Public Law at Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law, Yeshiva University. An archive of her columns on church/state issues - as well 
as other topics -- can be found on this site. Her email address is Hamilton02@aol.com. 
Professor Hamilton's most recent work is God vs. the Gavel: Religion and the Rule of Law 
(Cambridge University Press 2005).  
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