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(in the order in which they appear in the book)

Send us your 24th Amendment!

Congress:

1. Expand the Senate to 136 members to be more representative: Grant
the 10 most populous states 2 additional Senators, the 15 next most
populous states 1 additional Senator, and the District of Columbia 1
Senator.

LARRY J. SABATO

ct 2. Appoint all former Presidents and Vice Presidents to the new office of
A MORE “National Senator.”

PERFECT

Cnnﬁtilutmﬂ 3. Mandate non-partisan redistricting for House elections to enhance

: electoral competition.

4. Lengthen House terms to 3 years (from 2) and set Senate terms to
coincide with all Presidential elections, so the entire House and Senate
would be elected at the same time as the President.

5. Expand the size of the House to approximately 1,000 members (from
current 435), so House members can be closer to their constituents, and
to level the playing field in House elections.

6. Establish term limits in the House and Senate to restore the Founders'’
principle of frequent rotation in office.
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7. Add a Balanced Budget Amendment to encourage fiscal fairness to
future generations.

8. Create a Continuity of Government procedure to provide for
replacement Senators and Congresspeople in the event of extensive
deaths or incapacitation.

Presidency:

9. Establish a new 6-year, 1-time Presidential term with the option for the
President to seek 2 additional years in an up/down referendum of the
American people.

10. Limit some Presidential war-making powers and expand Congress’s
oversight of war-making.

11. Give the President a line-item veto.

12. Allow men and women not born in the U.S. to run for President or Vice
President after having been a citizen for 20 years.

Supreme Court:
13. Eliminate lifetime tenure for federal judges in favor of non-renewable
15-year terms for all federal judges.

14. Grant Congress the power to set a mandatory retirement age for all
federal judges.

15. Expand the size of the Supreme Court from 9 to 12 to be more
representative.

16. Give federal judges guaranteed cost of living increases so pay is never
an issue.
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Politics:
17. Write a new constitutional article specifically for the politics of the
American system.

18. Adopt a regional, staggered lottery system, over 4 months, for
Presidential party nominations to avoid the destructive front-loading of
primaries.

19. Mend the Electoral College by granting more populated states
additional electors, to preserve the benefits of the College while minimizing
the chances a President will win without a majority of the popular vote.

20. Reform campaign financing by preventing wealthy candidates from
financing their campaigns, and by mandating partial public financing for
House and Senate campaigns.

21. Adopt an automatic registration system for all qualified American
citizens to guarantee their right to vote is not abridged by bureaucratic
requirements.

Universal National Service:
22. Create a Constitutional requirement that all able-bodied young
Americans devote at least 2 years of their lives in service to the country.

National Constitutional Convention:
23. Convene a new Constitutional Convention using the state-based
mechanism left to us by the Framers in the current Constitution.

Home :: A More Perfect Constitution :: Explore the Constitution ::

http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/23_proposals.htm (3 of 4) [21/11/2007 3:19:06 PM]


http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/index.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/a_more_perfect_constitution.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/explore_the_constitution.htm

A More Perfect Constitution, by Larry J. Sabato

Teaching Resources :: Cast Your Vote
Center for Politics :: About Larry Sabato :: Links :: Voice Your Opinion ::
Video : Press Room :: Contact

Larry J. Sabato

Director of the UVA Center for Politics and

author of

A More Perfect Constitution: 23 Proposals to Revitalize
Our Constitution and Make America a Fairer Country

Copyright © 2007 University of Virginia Center for Politics
Designed and developed by FSB Associates

http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/23_proposals.htm (4 of 4) [21/11/2007 3:19:06 PM]


http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/teaching_resources.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/cast_your_vote.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/center_for_politics.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/larry_sabato.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/links.htm
http://amoreperfectconstitution.com/forum//
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/video.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/press_room.htm
http://www.amoreperfectconstitution.com/contact.htm
http://www.fsbassociates.com/

	amoreperfectconstitution.com
	A More Perfect Constitution, by Larry J. Sabato


