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Crimen Sollicitationis: An interpretation  
Father Tom Doyle is a canon 
lawyer. He had a diplomatic 
career with the Vatican but 
was sacked after he 
criticised the church's 
handling of child abuse. He 
gives this interpretation of 
Crimen Sollicitationis in the 
Panorama film. 

Crimen solicitationis is indicative of a worldwide policy of 
absolute secrecy and control of all cases of sexual abuse by 
the clergy.  

But what you really have here is an explicit written policy to 
cover up cases of child sexual abuse by the clergy to punish 
those who would call attention to these crimes by the 
churchmen.  

You've got a written policy that says that the Vatican will 
control these situations and you also have I think clear 
written evidence of the fact that all they are concerned about 
is containing and controlling the problem.  

Nowhere in any of these documents does it say anything 
about helping the victims.  

The only thing it does is say that they can impose fear on the 
victims and punish the victims for discussing or disclosing 
what happened to them.  

It's all controlled by the Vatican and at the top of the Vatican 
is the Pope so Joseph Ratzinger was in the middle of this for 
most of the years that Crimens was enforced he created the 
successor to Crimen and now he is the Pope this all says that 
the policy and systematic approach has not changed.  

Cardinal Ratzinger, now as Pope, could tomorrow get up and 
say: 'Here's the policy: full disclosure to the civil authorities, 
absolute isolation and dismissal of any accused and proven 
and convicted clerics, complete openness and transparency, 
complete openness of all financial situations, stop all barriers 
to the legal process and completely co-operate with the civil 
authorities everywhere.'  

He could do that.  

Return to story  
 

SEE ALSO  
Suing the Pope  
19 Mar 02 |  Correspondent  
Bishop resigns over handling of 
sex case  
01 Apr 02 |  Europe  
Ireland orders priest abuse inquiry 
05 Apr 02 |  Europe  
Suing the Pope - Colm's story  
29 Jan 03 |  Correspondent  
Church criticised in abuse probe  
25 Oct 05 |  Europe  

 
RELATED INTERNET LINKS  
The Ferns Report  
One in Four  
Catholic Office for the Protection of 
Children & Vulnerable Adults  
National Review Board  

The BBC is not responsible for the 
content of external internet sites  
 

 

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW 

Dog leash goths 'hounded off 
bus'  
Mystery image of 'life on Mars'  
Gaza embargo 'will not be crisis'  
Heath Ledger autopsy 
inconclusive  
US rescue plan sparks Asian rally 

Most popular now, in detail 

MOST E-MAILED MOST READ 

Page 1 of 2BBC NEWS | Programmes | Panorama | Crimen Sollicitationis: An interpretation

23/01/2008http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/panorama/5392338.stm



 
 
 

 
E-mail this to a friend Printable version 

FEATURES, VIEWS, ANALYSIS  
Justin Webb's blog  
Would being The Black 
Candidate be fatal for 
Obama?  

Tension at the top  
Are Iran's clerics losing 
patience with the 
president?  

Call to disarm  
Colombia's advertising 
drive urges rebels to 
rejoin civilian life  

MMVIII Back to top ^^ 

Terms of Use  Privacy Policy  

Page 2 of 2BBC NEWS | Programmes | Panorama | Crimen Sollicitationis: An interpretation

23/01/2008http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/panorama/5392338.stm


